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Sattara offer advantages for Europeans of the
Bombay Establishment equal to those of Nilgherry.
In viewing this question it will not be improper to
advert in the first place to the nature of the climates
generally of the territories of Madras and Bombay,
before we proceed to the second question of the
comparative advantages of Mahbleshwar and Nil-
Cherry. From an experience of many years' residence
in the Madras Provinces, I may venture to assert that
with the exception of Mj^sore in which territory
but a small part of the establishment is fixed, the
climate is everywhere extremely hot throughout the
year, and from April to October it is most oppressive
to the European constitution. The rain which com-
mences in the latter month and ceases in December
brings some temporary relief; but at no period of
the year does the air possess such freshness as to
invigorate the European frame or to renovate it from
the languid produced by the constant heat. This
heat however is equable, and as little variation takes
place, I believe fever prevails less than on this side
of India, while all complaints originating in diseased
liver, and which are productive of general debility
and exhaustion are more frequent. It seems natural,
therefore, that a bracing climate like that of Nilgherry
should be highly appreciated, and the great advan-
tages it possesses from its local position, situated as
it is within the Madras territory, tend to render it
peculiarly fitted for the object to which it seems to
be destined.
My own experience of several years of the
Deccan and Candeish climates together with the